Howdy from MJ Ranch!                                                  Wednesday, July 1, 2015  







     (Updated the 1st of each month)
Ahhh, the pleasures of doing what we do!   The rains came at just the right time, the ponds were full and the grasses awesome.   Then, lo and behold, last week we go check on one pond, which we will be needing soon, and the pond is almost dry.   It is leaking at the base of the dam.   Oh my gosh….we have never seen that one!   After checking with NRCS we find that it is fairly common to have this happen after a lot of rain and the ground being cracked from lack of rain.   Anyway, think what we are going to do to quickly remedy this situation is get another water meter.   That means a large fee for the meter and then paying for rural water to water our cattle in this large pasture.  That means a much higher water bill but, on the good side, the water will be readily accessible and  cleaner.  (On almost all of our ponds we have tubes through the dams connected to a water tank on the other side that the cattle drink out of.  That means they drink pond water but don’t wade out into the pond and kick up muddy water to drink.)  We’ll continue to count our blessings and push on.     

WHAT’S UP WITH THE BEEF: 
We are totally sold out of our bulk beef (meaning ¼’s ½’s & wholes) for this year, 2015.  We know it seems really early, but we already have a list started for bulk beef for the Fall of 2016.   You can ask to be put on that list at any time.   This means that there is no real commitment at this time and won’t be until you get an email from us in February, 2016, asking if you still want bulk beef.   If you do, we then ask for a small deposit and that pretty much “nails it down”.  You are then assured of getting beef in the Fall of 2016.  We take beef requests in the order we receive them.  I know next Fall is a long time to wait but getting on the list early ensures you of beef in the Fall of 2016.   You would then, at least, have a spot reserved in case you do not find the kind of beef you want sooner.   (We have recently had customers who wanted 100% grass-fed beef and found out they had not received that with recent purchases.   There IS a difference between “grass-fed/grass-finished” and “100% grass-fed”.   Be sure you have that clarified before you purchase beef in bulk or a large quantity of cuts, IF you indeed do want 100% grass-fed beef.  Meat labeled “Grass-fed/grass-finished” can still be fed grain.  (All cattle eat some grass some of the time.)  Ask if the beef is 100% grass-fed.  Think about it!)
FRESH-FROZEN CUTS AT THE RANCH:   This is the first time ever that we have sold out of cuts here at the Ranch.   We are about down to zilch!   Could possibly sell a few pkgs. of k. c. strip steaks, pet food, organ meat and soup bones but that is all.  This is a good “problem” to have but we hate to pass that word on to customers who want to come by.   We should be restocked in October.   If you would like to email us an order for Oct., we will be happy to put those cuts aside for you but ask that you come pick them up asap after we get them in.  Stay up with what is happening at MJ Ranch & beef availability by reading our “Ranch Update” on the bottom of the home page on our website:    www.MandJRanch.com     
EGGS:  Do have eggs available most of the time now.  They are $3.50/doz.  Our chickens are always outside and fed non-GMO feed.  Also have kefir grains to share with anyone.     
Stay well, eat healthy, and DO COME SEE US!  (! 
Joyce & Mel   
785-865-2503 or e-mail MJRanch66044@gmail.com; Joyce’s cell:  785-766-5226; Mel’s cell:  785-766-2776
