
Howdy from MJ Ranch!                                                 (Wednesday)  May 1, 2013
My, where did April go!   Have been out in the garden until dark the last couple evenings and think we now have everything planted.   Supposed to rain tonight ( so let ’er come.  We still have ponds that are too dry to water cattle out of.   Someone said the drought was over and we agree…to a point.   The grasses are lush and green and growing fast BUT there still needs to be some “gulley washers” to get ALL of the ponds full enough so we can use them for watering cattle.   We are tired of hauling water to some of the pastures. 

WHAT’S UP WITH THE BEEF:
Well, here’s the “deal” with the Fall bulk beef (meaning ¼’s, ½’s or wholes)…We are SOLD OUT!   If you would like on a “standby” list for this Fall, let us know asap….in case a few back out or we can add in a few more ¼’s or ½’s.  We continue planning to hold back 15 heifers to breed this Spring.   That means we will only have 35 to sell this Fall, whereas we usually have 50.  Our hope is that in three years we will have the young from those 15 heifers to sell in the Spring and be able to offer Spring bulk beef again!  (These heifers would have calves in Spring, 2014, and then it takes two more years for them to be finished and ready for market….so three years in all.)   That means in 2016 we should have 15 beeves to market in the Spring and 50 to market in the Fall.….a total of 65.  Right now almost all of our beef is ready to market in the Fall.  Next year, of course, we will again have the 50 to market, so will have more to sell next Fall than this Fall.  

We have just been selling more fresh frozen cuts than we have ever sold before.   Therefore, that supply is very low.   We hauled two wonderful young steers to the processor this morning and we should have those beef cuts here at the Ranch the weekend of May 18th.  Most of that will go into Gourmet Ground Beef and a lot of it is already spoken for.   After that we will not have ALL our cuts available until this Fall.   We may continue to have some steaks, organ meats, and soup bones for a while longer.   Soooo, contact us and we’ll let you know what is in stock.  
It also appears that we are NOT going to be able to keep cuts in the stores throughout this  Spring & Summer.  These are all good “problems” for us but we feel bad that we cannot supply more to such good customers.  Please “hang in there” with us for a while and we should be back on track by next year and BETTER after that.   Remember…the MJ Ranch difference…..Never in a feedlot, never fed grain, and animals always treated humanely”…as certified by American Grassfed Association and Animal Welfare Approved! 

We continue to have “farm-fresh” eggs to sell….$3/doz….fed only non GMO feed.

Sure are hoping we’ll have lots of garden produce to share this summer, so feel free to give us a “holler” and drive on out and enjoy some beautiful country!  
Stay well, eat healthy, and do come see us!

Joyce & Mel  785-865-2503 or e-mail MJRanch66044@gmail.com

