Howdy from the MJ Ranch!



June 1, 2009

Feels like summer is here!  Weather is warm and we are BUSY!  But that is good!  Glad we have plenty of shade trees out in the pastures for the cattle.  Garden is growing well and we sure are enjoying the strawberries, along with peas, lettuce and spinach.  Got the sweet corn patch planted, but still need to plant the pumpkins.  Macy and Jay (our two new pups from last Fall) are growing and love to get into everything.  We are so attached to them.

WHAT’S UP WITH THE BEEF:

The grass has surpassed what the cattle can eat.  We have great grass this year with lots of clover in it. The cattle can’t “mow it down” fast enough!  Love to watch them grazing and so contented.   We have been marketing our 100% grass-fed beef for about 4 years now and are learning as we go.  Since most of our calves are born in the Fall, we both feel like we are being a little presumptuous thinking they will be big enough to market by the first of June---when they are 18-19 months old.  It does take longer to put the weight on with feeding only grass and, of course, never using growth hormones.  So, we feel that 24 months would be an excellent time to market them.  Therefore, next year we will be selling most of our beef in the Fall----September through November.  We have several cows now that are calving toward Spring, so that means we will have a few that will be ready every Spring, but not a lot.   
We still have beef available this Fall, probably October.  If you want ¼, ½, or a whole, be sure to let us know asap.  We have most cuts available here at the Ranch or would be glad to arrange a place to meet, if you don’t have time to drive out here.

Since July is a good “grillin” month, we are offering a special on K. C. Strips and Ribeye Steaks----10% off, just for the month of June.  

If anyone in the K. C. area wants a delivery down at Oak Park Mall parking lot, let me know.  I have a couple orders, but need a few more to make it worth my time for a free delivery.         
We are very proud to be certified by American Grassfed Association as 100% grass-fed!  (Go to Eatwild.Com to learn the health benefits of 100% grass-fed)  Also, many will be glad to know that we are certified by Animal Welfare Approved as being a Ranch that uses humane treatment with our animals

Have a great month and come see us---if you dare, wear your working clothes and we’ll put you to work (
Joyce and Mel 
