Howdy from the MJ Ranch!                                     August 2, 2008
August in Kansas!  Hot and humid here today.  Lots of peaches to put in freezer---a little small this year, but good tasting!  Have had wonderful sweet corn from the garden and got a little put in the freezer.  Our big patch has about a week to go before it’s  ready.  We saw signs of coons in the garden, where we had already picked it, night before last.  Sooo… last night we set a trap and were ready with the spotlight and shotgun.  They didn’t show up!  Just hope they don’t find the big patch.  We planted pumpkins around the corn this year.  Someone told us that would keep the coons out---they supposedly don’t like to go through the sticky pumpkin plants.  Hope it works!  Stay tuned to see if we win or the coons win!!  (Last year the coons won ()
Have any of you tried our beef at the Bella Restaurant on 39th St., K. C. Mo?  We haven’t got there either.  The grass grows so fast we have trouble keeping up with that, the garden, and the cattle!  We will start selling our Gourmet Ground Beef at two more stores in Lawrence:  Checkers and HyVee on 23rd St.--- Checkers on the East side of town and HyVee on the west side. It already sells at HyVee on 6th St.  We think all of these stores are great places to shop.  Checkers is family owned and I have always liked their friendliness.  They have a great produce section.  Think you will see more local products there in the future. 

WHAT’S WITH THE BEEF:

As you have probably guessed, the cattle spend their afternoons, and even late mornings, standing under shade trees.  They have plenty of water and grass.  Wasn’t the rains just wonderful this last week---good for our grasses!  (We only got about 3”)  We have had trouble with flies on the cattle this summer—maybe because of the wetness/humidity.  Anyway, we bought an “Epps Biting Fly Trap”.  It is quite unique.  Just got it a week ago, so will let you know how it works.  The flies hit a clear sheet of plastic, fall into a tray of water, and drown---no chemicals ( 
As we reported in our last Ranch Update, we are sold out of ¼’s, ½’s and whole beeves for this year.  FOR NEXT YEAR, 2009:  Customers wanting a ¼,  ½, or  whole beef WILL NEED TO LET US KNOW, DURING THE MONTH OF DEC., THAT THEY WANT BEEF IN THE SPRING OR FALL OF ’09.   After January lst., we will commit to sell what is not spoken for to a person who wants all we have available for the 2009 year.  (We will be notifying our regular customers re this, via e-mail or letter.)    We continue to have all the cuts on our Price List, so come on out and pick up some.  I have two orders so far for delivery at Oak Park again.  If anyone else wants beef delivered there, e-mail me.  When I get a few more orders, I will let you know when I will make a delivery there @ 95th and Quivira.  
(We have lots of wonderful liver on hand now---will sell at $2.25/lb. thru Aug.)

Stay cool and come see us!

Mel and Joyce
