Howdy from the MJ Ranch!                                      May 2, 2008
Had quite a storm here last night.  Some shingles off the roof and branches off trees, but think we fared much better than some in this area.  Looks like it’s that time of year for tornado weather!  
Our e-mail has been “down” for the past week.  I stayed on the phone, holding, for ½ hr. today and finally got to talk to a real person!   We had gotten an e-mail saying they were “updating”, but it was only supposed to take two days.  Whoa!  You quickly realize how much you depend on those computers.  If it didn’t help us so much with our business, I think I would throw it out the door (.  If anyone e-mails us and I don’t answer within 24 hrs., please feel free to call---785-865-2503.  

WHAT’S WITH THE BEEF:

We are now rotating cattle every day and they are “mowing” the pastures just as fast as they can.  The yearlings are finally getting a full mouthful with every chomp!

However, the weather was colder longer----and it looks like we may still have some 30’s at night---so Mel said it would probably be around the 2nd week in June before we haul our first load.   The grass just didn’t come on as quick and we feel like it is best to wait a little longer than when we hauled last year.    We had yearling weights mostly in the 700 to 800 lb. range when we weighed on 4-12.  They should be gaining 2-3 lbs./day just on green grass now.  So, you can see, we need to have them on grass a couple months so they will be about 1000 lbs. before we haul them for processing.    Some of the yearlings were even smaller, being born the first part of ‘07, so will be ready later in ’08.  Those will be the ones ready in the Fall.  We will be contacting those on our waiting list for Spring beef (1/4’s , ½’s, & wholes) this next week.  WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO LET YOU KNOW ON THE NEXT “RANCH UPDATE” JUST HOW MANY WE HAVE LEFT TO SELL THIS YEAR!  I really would suggest you get on the “list” if you want to try some wonderful 100% GRASS-FED ANGUS BEEF!
Several have already come to the Ranch for cuts this Spring.  It is a wonderful drive out here---dirt roads and all---so feel free to come see us and pick up some beef!  (We are out of Ground Beef and some steaks, but should have it all replenished in about 3 weeks.)

Have a great month!

Mel and Joyce

